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DARTMOUTH KENNEL CLUB

 98 Meadowbrook Drive, Beaver Bank, NS B4G 1E2
NS Veterinary Medical Association
Dr Elizabeth Croft, President
15 Cobequid Road,

Lower Sackville, NS B4C 2M9 

October 5, 2009

Dear Dr. Croft,

The Dartmouth Kennel Club is a Canadian Kennel Club affiliated, all breed dog club. We host 4 Conformation Shows and 2 Obedience Trials each year. Several of our members and exhibitors own breeds that have historically been cropped and or docked. The CKC breed standards describe the appearance of each breed, as determined by the individual breed clubs. Historically the breeds that require the procedures of cropping, docking and dewclaw removal did so for safety and performance reasons. Hunting dogs were docked to prevent injury in the field, guard dogs were cropped and docked to lessen the chance of being grabbed or detained during an encounter. Several breeds have dewclaws removed to alleviate the tearing and ripping that can occur when dewclaws are caught in the woods, on furniture or other objects. The Dartmouth Kennel Club believes breeders and owners should be able to make a choice in regard to these procedures and that veterinarians who chose to perform these procedures should have that right. The Veterinary community has benefited from the support of purebred dog clubs and breeders with donations to research and health testing. We believe our opinion should be strongly

considered in this regard. Please forward this letter for presentation at the AGM.

Thank you,

Yours truly,

Lendra Barker

DKC President
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