The Honourable Shawn Skinner 

Minister of Natural Resources and 

Minister Responsible for the Forestry and Agrifoods Agency 7th Floor, Natural Resources Building 

50 Elizabeth Avenue 

P.O. Box 8700
St. John's, NL  AlB 4J6 

Dear Minister 

Re: The Animal Protection Act 
I am a breeder of [state your breed, your background, membership in breed clubs, CKC etc., your years of involvement - anything pertinent]. I am concerned about the new Newfoundland and Labrador Animal Protection Act (Bill 30), which has passed third reading and is now at the regulation formation stage. 

Currently, the Provincial Veterinarian is consulting with stakeholders regarding regulations. It is these regulations that are of concern -specifically, the proposed Basic Standards of Care for Dogs in Newfoundland and Labrador and the Canadian Veterinary Medical Association (CVMA) Code of Practice for Canadian Kennel Operations. Both of these proposed regulations will have serious ramifications for purebred dog breeders in the province of Newfoundland and Labrador. 

The veterinary associations in each province are in the process of banning docking, cropping and dewclaw removal by their members. They are also intent on having these necessary procedures considered acts of cruelty under animal protection legislation for each province. This will have serious consequences for all breeders in this country in terms of animal husbandry practices.
We also believe that such changes to animal cruelty legislation will have repercussions for many industries dealing with animals. We believe that this will be the first of many banned practices that will affect not only dogs, but other animals housed on farms. Once successful, we believe that animal rights groups and the animal activist arm of the veterinary community will expand their focus and begin to pressure government to ban procedures such as dehorning, tagging cattle, and docking of sheep, as well as attempt to affect how animals are housed and bred. We would be wise to remember that it is the extremist rhetoric of these animal rights groups that have dealt such a severe blow to the Newfoundland seal hunt. 

In Newfoundland, we are concerned that these regulations will also include the Canadian Veterinary Medical Association's Code of Practice for Canadian Kennel Operations. The original intent of this code of practice was as a guide to breeders and others. However, this code was included as regulations in the New Brunswick Animal Protection Act and has had far-reaching effects, creating hardship and unwarranted scrutiny of responsible breeders in that province. This code covers many areas, including vaccinations, line breeding, nutrition, cropping, docking and dewclaw removal among others -areas that should not be considered under any animal cruelty legislation. 

Certain elements of the veterinary community and the SPCA believe that cropping, docking, and dewclaw removal are cosmetic in nature, implying that they are unnecessary. This belief comes from a lack of understanding of the history of working animals and the conformation/structure of working breeds. Because these procedures are conducted at a young age, vets have never had to deal with injuries/infections to animals traditionally docked and/or with dewclaws removed. They therefore have no knowledge as to why these procedures are conducted. Those countries that have banned cropping, docking, and dew claw removal are now feeling the fallout from this decision. 

These procedures are, in fact, functional procedures that are necessary for working dogs. They are neither cruel nor painful when properly conducted. We are very concerned that this is just the beginning of a trend to ban necessary animal husbandry practices that the lay public does not understand. 

We would like your support to ensure that the proposed regulations now being drafted by the Newfoundland and Labrador government do not include a prohibition of cropping, docking and dewclaw removal in the proposed Basic Standards of Care for Dogs in Newfoundland and Labrador, and that the CVMA's Code of Practice for Canadian Kennel Operations (in its entirety) is not incorporated under the Newfoundland and Labrador Animal Protection Act as regulation. 

Yours truly, 

cc: Members of the House of Assembly 
