Your address

Vet address or the NSVMA

15 Cobequid Road, Lower Sackville, 
Nova Scotia, B4C 2M9

October 3, 2009

Dear 

It is my understanding the NSVMA will discuss the topic of cropping, docking and dewclaw removal at the upcoming AGM. As a dog owner and long time supporter of the 

Veterinary community I would like my opinion considered.

Ear cropping and tail docking are not merely “cosmetic” procedures, as some have argued.  These procedures, as prescribed in certain breed standards, are acceptable practices that are not only integral to preserving breed character, they also enhance good health and prevent injuries.  

In a recent submission opposing the AMVA Cropping and Docking Policy, the Utah Veterinary Medical Association stated:

Society has mixed feelings about the procedures, which are minor surgeries, relatively safe, and cause little discomfort to the animals. Moreover, public demand for ear crops and tail docks is high, and many AVMA members continue performing the procedures.

"The issue for the AVMA is not to decide what surgery pet owners want or do not want for their pets, but rather to be sure all surgical procedures performed by licensed veterinarians are with proper protocol and proper postoperative care," the association wrote.

I am a responsible dog owner who wishes to protect the health and welfare of my dog.  Please respect my right to choose the health care that my veterinarian and I deem best for my dog.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Address

