Your address

NS Veterinary Medical Association

15 Cobequid Road,

Lower Sackville, NS

B4C  2M9

( or the address of whichever vet you are writing)

 October 3, 2009

Dear

I am writing to oppose the inclusion of any reference to ban procedures such as canine ear cropping, tail docking and dewclaw removal, which are being discussed in the upcoming AGM.

Whatever personal view one holds with regard to cropping, docking and the removal of dewclaws, an attempt to regulate specific procedures that may or may not be advisable is an ad-hoc approach to prevent animal cruelty.  It is impossible to regulate every procedure that an owner may wish to have performed on their animal and this ad hoc approach will only lead to unequal treatment and inconsistencies for practitioners. One example that specifically comes to mind is, of course, the declawing of cats, which has not been included in this proposed ban. 

As a breeder (owner, breeder/owner), I have the moral duty and responsibility to make decisions involving the care of my animals.  For example, I decide whether to spay or neuter, whether to vaccinate, and ultimately the difficult decision of euthanasia.  I make these decisions with as much care and thought as I make the decisions to crop, dock and remove dewclaws.   

Please keep cropping, docking and removing dewclaws as acceptable practices in Nova Scotia.

OR  

Please vote NO to the proposed banning of cropping, docking, and dewclaw removal at the AGM.

Yours truly,

